MINUTES OF DEAL LSRT MEETING – 2/1/07
Present:

Administrators:  Ms. Kim, Mr. Dacoba, Ms. Brooks

Teachers:  Ms. Purcell, Ms. Suarez, Mr. Brandenburg, 

Parents:  Sarah Whitener, Margot Berkey, Alison Wylegala (PTA Liaison)

Community Representative:  Mary Podesta

Guests:  Mark Simon, Conchita Yancey, Susan Ullman, Mary Lord, Malin Kerwin

7:30am

AGENDA

1. Finalization of Minutes from January meeting

2. Principal’s Report

3. Report on meeting with Dr. Janey, Dr. Figgures, Dr. Tucker

4. Report on middle grades meeting

5. 9th grade transition update

6. Date for first parent information meeting

7. update on efforts to meet AYP in all subgroups

8. date for meetings on school plan and budget

1. Finalization of Minutes.  Minutes for 1/11/07 meeting were accepted.

2. Principal’s Report.  

Ms. Kim reported that additional outreach efforts have been scheduled; 

several students from Washington Latin Charter were having a buddy day today (2/1/07).  Shepherd Buddy Day is scheduled for Feb. 22; an informational meeting with Shepherd parents is scheduled for Feb. 15.  Students from Stokes Charter school will visit Deal on Feb. 15 and Ross Elementary students will visit Deal on Feb. 13.



Ms. Kim and Sarah Whitener reported that the Deal parent meeting at Murch (1/30) was well attended.  Susan Ullman reported that a similar evening at Lafayette (1/24) was well attended as well.  She suggested that parents thought younger grade families should be included next year (the evening focused on 5th and 6th grade families) and that perhaps a 7th grade orientation could be planned for August. ’07 – just before the start of school, to help incoming 7th graders feel more comfortable.

Report on meeting with Supt. Janey, Dr. Figgures, Dr. Tucker.  Sarah reported that the meeting went well and that we came away with two possible sources of additional funding for the next two years.  The first is supplemental funding for all junior high schools which are all sending their 9th grades to the high schools this fall.  The second is funding for schools which are chosen to be “innovative schools.”  These schools would receive supplemental funding as well as relaxed rules under the WTU contract.  This   This is something Ms. Kim had requested previously, but a timetable had only just been set.  A packet describing the process for becoming such a school is coming out on Feb. 12 and applications will soon be available.

  

The parents felt that the very strong case we presented for the retention of Deal's excellent programs during our two-year transition was well received by Dr. Janey and his staff.  Dr. Janey asked for a follow-up meeting with us; Dr. Figgures will set a date.

3. Middle Grades Meeting report:  Margot Berkey reported that Dan Gohl, Principal of McKinley Tech High School and DCPS liaison with the Gates Foundation, met with the middle grades group and detailed the components of the Gates Foundation initiative for the District’s 19 middle/junior high schools.  This first phase of the Gates Foundation effort has three components:

a. Curricular reform

b. Coordination of professional development (ERS)
c. Year of planning – working in conjunction with AED, Academy of Educational Development, each school will be involved in a self evaluation process, identifying gaps and developing independent grant proposals to address needs.
4. 9th Grade Transition.  Sarah Whitener reported that meetings between Deal and Wilson continue and that some decisions continue to hinge on information not yet available from DCPS.  

a. Wilson is considering assessment methods in Math and English for incoming students.  Deal may administer placement tests in the spring.

b. Wilson is hoping to be able to take 100 out of bounds students in grades 9 and 10.

c. DCPS will hold a ‘teacher fair’ to help ease the transition (9th grade to high school) for teachers.

d. AVID  - Sarah provided Ms. Kim and Ms. Brooks with applications for Wilson’s AVID program – available to 9th grade students who are highly motivated but lack certain support systems at home.  Ms. Kim and Ms. Brooks will work to identify potential candidates.  

e. Suggestions were made to hold a “The Way Wilson Works” meeting for parents in September.

Margot said that we should think about providing more information to Deal students about the high school options they have, other than Wilson.  Deal did host a high school fair this fall, and Ms. Kim said that she would like to encourage Deal parents to visit the other high schools whenever they can, and not wait for formal open houses.  Mary Lord said she might be able to pull together open house and application deadline information for other high schools and could publicize them on the Deal listserv.

5. Parent Meeting Update.  An informational meeting for parents will be held on Thursday, February 22nd at 7pm in the Deal Auditorium.  This meeting will be a joint LSRT/PTA meeting and will replace the scheduled general PTA meeting scheduled for Feb.15.  

6. Updates on efforts to meet AYP goals – there was not enough time to address this topic.

7. Schedule LSRT meeting to work on School Plan.  Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 8 at 7:30 am

Alison Wylegala
